PREFACE
the World War suddenly set Europe aflame and
American public opinion, soon under the influence of propa-
ganda and war prejudice, began to denounce Germany and
the Kaiser as being guilty of causing it, the present writer
refused to join in the chorus. His historical sense told
him that in this present case, as in the past, no one country
or no one man was solely, or probably even mainly, to
blame. A little study of the documents in the Blue, Yellow
and Orange Books which were early issued by the English,
French and Russian Governments quickly convinced him
that these documentary publications were by no means so
complete and reliable (though more so than the White
and Red Books, issued by Germany and Austria) that one
could safely base sound and final conclusions upon them,
as seemed to be believed by the millions of men and
women who read such facile and superficial arguments as
those of Mr. James M. Beck, and others who followed his
cue. Therefore the present writer during the War re-
mained silent, except for his discussions of the subject in
college class rooms.
When, however, the new socialist governments of Ger-
many and Austria published in 1919 a very complete col-
lection of documents from the secret archives relating to
the diplomatic crisis of July, 1914, this seemed to provide
material for reaching at last some tentative opinion about
the immediate causes of the War. These the present writer
ventured to express in "New Light on the Origins of the
War" published in the American Historical Review in
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